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 ñYou bid your faithful people cleanse their hearts, and prepare with 

joy for the Paschal feastéò (Book of Common Prayer, pg. 379) 

 

Writing to you this morning on this Forth Sunday in Lent, I am aware, and 

perhaps so are you, that we are now at the halfway mark of our Lenten 

journey for this year.  So, as I have been diligent in asking you each Sunday 

from the beginning of Lent, ñHow is your Lent going?ò even now I ask you 

the same question. 

 

On this Forth Sunday in Lent, in the context of the Eucharist, the Proper Preface for the Mass 

will change.  At the altar you will hear me pray these words,  

 

        ñYou bid your faithful people cleanse their hearts, and prepare with joy  

         for the Paschal feast; that, fervent in prayer and in works of mercy, and  

         renewed by your Word and Sacraments, they may come to the fullness  

         of grace which you have prepared for those who love you.ò 

 

On this Sunday, our focus begins to shift and points us in the direction of the Feast of the 

Resurrection, the Day of Easter.  Today, through the words of the Proper Preface of the 

Mass, we are reminded that God is calling us to prepare, now, with joy for what we will 

know as we will stand at the mouth of an empty tomb and bear witness to the reality of 

Godôs mighty power at work in the world.  On the day of the Feast of the Resurrection, we 

will know that Jesus is alive.  

 

Now, in these remaining days of Lent and as 

we look forward to living in Holy Week, we 

pray that the Holy Spirit would stir us up to 

prepare with joy for what is to come.  Will you 

be ready? 

 

Faithfully, 

Fr. Milton 

THE REV. 
MILTON C. 

WILLIAMS, JR. 
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It is hard to believe that only two months of seminary remain before I will graduate andτas 

folks at Sewanee sayτleave the Mountain. Three years ago, I could never have imagined what 

an astonishing gift seminary would be, or how much I would change though it.  

 

IΩve learned to move around inside Scripture, and IΩve had scholars of Scripture give me tools to 

open questions I couldnΩt have conceived of before. IΩve been offered holy stories, and invited 

into holy space with the joyful and the dying as a hospital chaplain. I was able to serve as an 

intern with a remarkable worshipping community of economically secure folks, poor folks, and 

the unhoused, who celebrate the Eucharist together and share dinner, week in and week out 

without a building to call their ownτwhere I had to learn to preach outside and without notes! I 

learned biblical Hebrew, and pastoral Spanish. I learned to chant the liturgy, which is to say I 

sang solo and alone in public for the first time in my life. I learned how all my skills and 

wounds and experiences have shaped me for the calling of priesthood, and given me a voice as 

a preacher. I learned to open myself in prayer, and I have been turned outward by the support of 

those traveling this way with me. I have come to know, more deeply than ever in my life, who I 

am in Christ. 

 

In three years, our family has grown and changed. You will hardly recognize Henryτhe was 

barely three when we left Greensboro and he is now a thriving in kindergarten, learning to read 

and proudly riding a two wheeler up and down our street. Our daughter Eliza, born here in 

Sewanee, has just turned two and runs and clambers everywhere to keep up with her brother. 

Sewanee has been a wonderful place to raise children, and we will miss its quiet, nurturing 

community and the expansive woods that have been a kingdom and playground for them. 

 

I do not yet know where life after seminary will take us, and we are excited to learn where and 

how my ministry as an ordained person will begin. I ask for your prayers during this time of 

transition and leave-taking, and I look forward to sharing news of my placement with you in the 

near future. We have appreciated the support and prayers of the people of St. Francis 

throughout my time in discernment, and during these three years at Sewanee. I look forward to 

being back with you to preach on Sunday, April 2nd! 

 

Ryan Mails 

FR O M RYA N M A I L S 
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ST.  FR A N C I S EP I S C O P A L CH U R C H 

2 0 1 7  HO L Y W E E K OF F E R I N G S 

Palm Sunday:  April 9th  
8:00am Holy Eucharist 

9:15am Middle School and Cornerstone classes will meet 

with youth from Christ Lutheran Church for 

breakfast and conversation. Nursery is available. 

There will be no Godly Play at 9:15am, however, 

all children and their families are welcome to join 

the rest of the congregation for coffee and donuts at 

9:30am. 

9:30am Coffee & donuts in front of office entrance. 

9:45am Blessing of the Palms in the front garden to be 

followed by a joint procession to Christ Lutheran 

Church and returning to St. Francis Church.  Holy 

Eucharist to immediately follow.  

Easter Sunday:  April 16th  

7:00am Holy Eucharist 

9:00am Holy Eucharist with Flowering of Cross, nursery 

available  

10:30am Easter Egg Hunt 

11:00am Holy Eucharist, nursery available  

 Maundy Thursday:  April 13th  

7:00pm Holy Eucharist and Stripping of the Altar  

 

 Good Friday:  April 14th  

7:30am Downtown Way of the Cross - 301 N. Elm Street  

12:00pm Good Friday Liturgy  


